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Press kit 

FINAL CANOE SLALOM WORLD CUP 
PRAGUE - TROJA
Basic information: Final canoe slalom World Cup 
When?

12th – 14th August 2011
Where?

Vltava river – artificial slalom course in Prague - Troja
What for are paddlers racing?

Points in World Cup serie in all five individual categories (men K1, C1, C2, women K1, C1)

What happened before?
Nine World Cups were organised in Prague – Troja: 1992, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2004, 2007, 2008 a 2010. World Championship was organised in 2006
Were were taking place other ICF World Cups 2011?

Ljubljana (Slovenia, 24th – 26th June), L´ Argentiére (France, 1st – 3rd July) and Markleeberg (Germany, 8th – 10th July). 

How many participants?

At present 306 paddlers from 34 countries
What’s the budget?

Budget is 3,9 mil. CZK (160 000 EUR).

Who is paying?

First of all are money ensured by sponsors (private companies), then by the City of Prague nad Ministery of Education, Youth and Sports.

What is changing in the areal?

Background for competitors, teams, media and V.I.P. 

What are the biggest complications?

Traffic problems with arrivals to the areal. Unsuitable schedule of the race, cause by international broadcasting (start of final closely after noon).
What will we find out thanks to the race?
Winners of ICF Canoe Slalom World Cup 2011

In what shape are paddlers before World Championship

Information about sponsors and suppliers 
Business and marketing rights are in possession of Sport Marketing International, s.r.o., which ensured 24 partners and suppliers for Final World Cup.
Main partners:
Oresi

UNIQA pojišťovna

Official partners:
ČEZ, Vaillant Group Czech, Auma servopohony, Wilo, Zdravotní pojišťovna Metal – Aliance, Severočeské doly, Optreal, Tipsport, Stiga, Oki Systems, Okay, CZ Loko 
Media partners:
Česká televize, Český rozhlas – Radiožurnál, deník 
 


Metro
Suppliers:
Blažek Glass, Humi Outdoor, Impromat, Aviko Time, Nowaco (zmrzlina Prima), Hoch a synové 1899, Troja Catering

Special partner:
The City of Prague
Winner of each category will receive Swiss watch Claude Bernard given by company Aviko Time, all medalists  will be awarded by trophies and medals given by glasswork Blažek Glass in Poděbrady.

Thanks to Tipsport mobil office visitors and participants can bet on the results at the course. The office will be placed next to the course. 
Rules for World Cup standings 2011
· All four World Cups are included
· Every result is valued by points


1st place
60 points


2nd place
55 points


3rd place
50 points


points for following positions differ in each category
· The final standing is made by sum of all points received in World Cups 2011. If racers have the very same number of points, the result in Final World Cup in Prague – Troja will decide.

Rules for World ranking standings
· Five last big races are taken in consideration (World Championship, World Cup, continental Championship, that don’t have to be held in the same year) and three best results counts to the standings. 
· World ranking is used for start list creation on big competitions (leader of World ranking is paddling with number 1)
· World ranking is made after every big race.
 ICF World Cup Standings 2011
Complete ICF World Cup Standings available here: http://canoeicf.com/icf/Aboutoursport/Canoe-Slalom/Rankings/2011/World-Cup-Standing.html
K1 men
	
	Tacen
	L’Argentiere
	Lipsko
	Overall

	1. Peter Kauzer (SLO)
	60
	60
	7
	127

	2. Jure Meglič (SLO)
	55
	39
	29
	123

	3. Dariusz Popiela (POL)
	29
	41
	50
	120

	4. Vavřinec Hradílek (CZE)
	43
	34
	39
	116

	11. Luboš Hilgert (CZE)
	24
	50
	5
	79

	15. Jiří Prskavec (CZE)
	31
	42
	
	73



K1 women
	
	Tacen
	L’Argentiere
	Lipsko
	Overall

	1. Jana Dukátová (SVK)
	42
	60
	60
	162

	2. Danna Mann (SVK)
	55
	46
	31
	132

	3. Corina Kuhnle (AUT)
	34
	36
	55
	125

	4. Irena Pavelková (CZE)
	28
	42
	42
	112

	8. Štěpánka Hilgertová (CZE)
	40
	13
	44
	97

	9. Kateřina Kudějová (CZE)
	30
	50
	
	80



C1 men
	
	Tacen
	L’Argentiere
	Lipsko
	Overall

	1. Matej Beňuš (SVK)
	42
	60
	46
	148

	2. Stanislav Ježek (CZE)
	55
	50
	21
	126

	3. Benjamin Savšek (SLO)
	32
	31
	42
	105

	9. Tomáš Indruch (CZE)
	19
	36
	38
	84

	26. Vítězslav Gebas (CZE)
	21
	22
	2
	45



C2
	
	Tacen
	L’Argentiere
	Lipsko
	Overall

	1. Hochschorner – Hochschorner (SVK)
	60
	45
	60
	165

	2. Klauss – Peche (FRA)
	
	60
	45
	105

	3. Fougere – Fougere (FRA)
	30
	30
	36
	105

	7. Koplík – Vrzáň (CZE)
	36
	19
	33
	88

	16. Přinda – Havlíček (CZE)
	7
	23
	21
	51

	18. Hradílek – Sehnal (CZE)
	17
	15
	15
	47


C1 women
	
	Tacen
	L’Argentiere
	Lipsko
	Overall

	1. Rosalyn Lawrence (AUS)
	60
	55
	50
	165

	2. Leanne Guinea (AUS)
	55
	50
	45
	150

	3. Katarína Macová (SVK)
	50
	45
	33
	128

	5. Kateřina Hošková (CZE)
	42
	13
	36
	91


Summary of canoe/kayak slalom rules 
Speed, strength and mental toughness are important attributes of an elite Slalom Canoeist. The challenge is to make their way down a whitewater river, precisely navigating through a series of “gates“ put in place to test their skills. However, these are not the only obstacles – rocks, water size and speed also play a crucial part in the race. 

The Race against Time
The ultimate race is against the clock. The time taken to paddle from start to finish gives the competitors their total time. However, a two second penalty is awarded for touching a gate and a 50 second penalty for missing a gate. There are so many variables that an athlete must negotiate whilst racing down the river, that it truly does make for a competitive and exciting sport.

What are the numbered gates?
They are pairs of 2-meters poles, with a distance of 1,2m to 3,5m between them that hang over the course, creating a “gate“ through which athletes are expected to pass. The number of gates in a course can vary from 18 to 25. When gates are green and white, the athletes have to pass them in the direction of the main current – downstream. When gates are red and white, athletes have to pass them in the opposite direction to that of the main current – upstream.

What is meant by “passing through numbered gates without penalties“
The athlete must pass through all the gates one by one in the order they are numbered, without touching them. When an athlete touches a gate (with the boat, paddle or body) he/she receives a 2 seconds penalty. For the gates that the athlete fails or misses to pass, a 50 seconds penalty is received. The penalties are handed out by the judges and are added to the time of the athlete’s run. 

What is canoe/ kayak slalom race?
It involves two Heat runs, one Semifinal run and one Final run. The time and the penalties of the Heats determine which athletes qualify to the Semifinals. The time and penalties of the Semifinal determines which athletes will run in the Final. The time and the penalties of the Semifinal and the Finals are added. The athlete with the smallest time (time and penalties of the Semifinal and Final run) is the winner.


Categories
K = Kayak (Athletes in sitting position and using double blade paddle)
C = Canoe (Athletes in kneeling position and using single blade paddle)
Individual Events: Men: K1, C1 and C2; Women: K1
Team Event: Team event comprises 3 boats from the same category (3xK1 Men, 3xK1 Women, 3xC1 men, 3xC2 Men). All boats take off successively from the starting lake, and the team is timed from the moment the first boat crosses the starting line to the moment the third boat crosses he finishing line.
